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Italy :which direction shall religious education take?

This paper shall attempt to envision different future scenarios for the teaching of religion in Italy. 

Prior to do so it will present a brief historical overview of religious education in the country (since this is essential to understand the challenges faced by Italy in the present multicultural world): from the demise of the Pontifical State, back in the XVIII Century, to the Lateran Treaties in 1929 and again in 1985. 

Thanks to the latter, the provision on compulsory Catholic education in public schools once set forth by the former from an early age, can be opted out for an “alternative”. Such “alternative” being a non religious class usually focusing on classical mythology, or human rights.

Several proposal to provide for the teaching of other religions, or history of religions, in public school settings have been recently debated and presented by prominent authorities from different religious traditions: the Waldensian Church, the Rabbinate, the Islamic Community as well as by members of the Catholic Church. These shall be briefly addressed.

The teaching of Theology at the University level - since the suppression in 1873 of the faculties of Theology in state universities - is confined to the religious authorities of each religious tradition.
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